Tentative Agenda

01/16/15

To be held at:

Energy Center of Wisconsin

749 University Row, Suite 320, Madison, WI 53705 
Mission Statement:  The goal of the Wisconsin Distributed Resources Collaborative is to assist the creation of a sustainable market for the deployment of small-scale generation and energy storage technologies in Wisconsin.
9:30 a.m.
Meeting Brought to order - Introductions

WIDRC General Information


Membership, financial, taxes, etc.

Steering Committee report 


Officers for 2014, Grant projects funded for 2015

Update from WPS, WE, and MGE on recent rate cases and implications for distributed generation (~20 to 30 min)
Update on Additional Renewable Activities

· Pending legislation?  Activities at the PSC?  Other issues of interest?
Roundtable/Upcoming Events/Newsworthy Items
11:00 am.  Presentation - Transforming the Grid from the Distribution System Out

Prof. Tom Jahns, UW-Madison

Declining prices coupled with tax incentives are driving increased use of distributed energy resources in the electrical utility system. As a result, more power is being generated in homes, businesses, and commercial buildings and used locally. This jump in power production at the distribution level presents a challenge to the traditional electrical transmission and distribution system based on centralized power generation and control. The centralized system operated by utilities was not designed for the flexible load tracking required by renewables or the control of large numbers of distributed electrical energy resources.  An alternative approach that holds promise is a dynamic distribution system that includes a Distribution System Operator as the local balancing authority.  As conceived, the dynamic distribution system uses local sources to track loads, stabilize voltage and frequency, and smooth intermittent renewable energy generation providing a predictable, constant load profile to the utility. This new dynamic distribution system connects central and local electricity generation, storage, microgrids, and loads with a marketplace that enables energy transactions, such as payments passing between buyers and sellers of energy at the local distribution level.  This new system provides a promising framework for distributed energy resources to deliver the same services at a better price, with decreased power losses, decreased emissions, and better reliability. The challenges and opportunities associated with this dynamic distribution system architecture will be discussed in this presentation.

12:00 p.m.
Lunch Presentation - Mike Cocking, MicroCogen Partners LLC.

Mike graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a BS in Mechanical Engineering in June of 1969.  Upon graduation, he served in the Marine Corps for six years and after separation worked in the sound and vibration field with Bruel & Kjaer Instruments as an application engineer. Moving into the contract machining business in the early eighties, he spent the next twenty years in that endeavor.  In 2002, the company he worked for purchased a specialized engine from Briggs & Stratton and a new company was formed --- Marathon Engine Systems.  Mike joined that entity and remained there until 2012 and retired as General Manager.  In 2012 he retired from MES and started his consulting company, MicroCogen Partners LLC and is currently active in supporting all aspects of microcogeneration for the expanding North American markets.

1:00 p.m.
Adjourn  
